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AFRO LATIN JAZZ ALLIANCE




In Memory of the Great Paco de Lucia, 

The Afro Latin Jazz Alliance Presents

United States Premiere of the Music Documentary "Guitarra De Palo" 

with Special All-Star Performance by Renowned Flamenco and Flamenco-Jazz Players
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Featuring
Jerry Gonzalez, Jorge Pardo, Raimundo Amador, Javier Colina, 

Antón Jiménez,  Israel Suárez "Piraña", Rafita Jiménez and David Paniagua

April 4 & 5, 2014

Symphony Space

2537 Broadway, NYC

 Showtime: 8 pm 

Ticket Info: $15/$20, www.symphonyspace.org, 212.864.5400

"It's damn good, a true treat. The production values are so artistic. The editing, where the cameras are placed to capture the performances, it feels well thought out and it adds a great component of the style of the movie." -Félix Contreras, National Public Radio
"Guitarra de Palo is an after and before in flamenco movies. It has a marvelous and risky aesthetic concept. It has broken all the conventions of music documentaries. What a luxury! - Juan Verdú, Flamenco Producer & Festival Director

"Guitarra de Palo is a phenomenal, timeless work of art - beautiful and powerful in every aspect. It is simply one of the greatest music films ever made! The cinematography, story line, musical recording and editing are all first tier in execution and creativity. And the music!!!! The music is phenomenal, sentimental, historic and breathtaking. The film is so full of magic that it gets under the skin - connects to distant places, condenses centuries, opens the heart." -John Santos (Grammy Nominated Percussionist)
Harlem, NY – Wednesday, March 5, 2014 – The Afro Latin Jazz Alliance is pleased to present the United States premiere of the music documentary, Guitarra de Palo, directed by Andrea Zapata-Girau and co-produced by Andrea Zapata-Girau and Anton Jimenéz, with live performances by some of today's leading flamenco and flamenco-jazz players, including trumpeter/percussionist Jerry González (six-time Grammy® nominated artist), guitarist Antón Jiménez (Joaquín Cortés/ Diego "El Cigala"), flutist Jorge Pardo (Best European Jazz Musician 2013, French Academy of Jazz/ Paco de Lucía /Chick Corea), blues-flamenco guitarist Raimundo Amador (Pata Negra/Camarón de la Isla/BB King), bass player Javier Colina (Bebo & Cigala), percussionist Israel Suárez "Piraña" (Buika/Paco de Lucia), flamenco singer Rafita Jiménez and flamenco dancer David Paniagua (Antonio Canales). The two-day premiere takes place on Friday, April 4 & Saturday, April 5, 2014 at Symphony Space in New York City. This not-to-be-missed film is highlighted by its stunning cinematography and sound design, the work of Goya Winner's (Spain's Academy Awards) Pelayo Gutiérrez and Nacho Royo-Villanova. Following the film each evening, a 90-minute live performance commences featuring the main musicians from Guitarra de Palo. A pre-performance moderated discussion will happen at Symphony Space at 7 pm on Friday, April 4, 2014 (there will not be a discussion on April 5). Please see the artist and producer/director bios below, and interviews are available upon request.
Over the past century, New York City has continually witnessed the talent of the greatest names of flamenco music: Antonia Mercé "La Argentina", Carmen Amaya, "Sabicas", Mario Escudero, Antonio "El Bailarín", José Greco, Antonio Gades, Camarón de la Isla, Paco de Lucía, Joaquín Cortés and others. When performing in NYC, all of these celebrated artists encountered audiences open to innovative artistic approaches and a capacity to value and enjoy this deeply rooted music with universal scope. New York's music scene is truly a melting pot of diverse influences, which has inspired flamenco musicians to meet other music styles (jazz, blues, Afro-Caribbean music, etc) and add those influences to their music. For the first time ever, music lovers are invited to see the legends of both flamenco and flamenco-jazz performing together on one stage. 

Along with all of the stellar Spanish artists performing at Guitarra de Palo Live, it's fitting to have the presence of a New Yorker, the Latin-jazz trumpet and conga player Jerry González, who after a whole life in New York leading bands such as Fort Apache and collaborating with musicians like Dizzy Gillespie, Tito Puente, McCoy Tyner and Jaco Pastorius, moved to Spain in 2001 with a fascination of the sounds of flamenco and the possibilities of dialogue between Latin-jazz and flamenco.
"Presenting the United States premiere of Guitarra de Palo is a great honor for the Afro Latin Jazz Alliance," says Arturo O'Farrill (Founder and Artistic Director, Afro Latin Jazz Alliance). "The artistry of Antón Jiménez, Jerry Gonzalez and the amazing musicians that we are bringing to perform live at Symphony Space as part of that premiere will make this one of the cultural events of the year. The Afro Latin Jazz Alliance is proud to be of service to other entities in the music world and we see this as part of an ongoing commitment to share our resources with others."
Andrea Zapata-Girau, the director of Guitarra de Palo, shares, "It's a privilege to present the United States premiere of Guitarra de Palo in New York City, the crucial crossroad of cultures and sounds, the birthplace and refuge of so many great artists and forward-thinking visionaries throughout history. It is an honor to be invited to present this film to you through the courtesy of Arturo O'Farrill's Afro Latin Jazz Alliance, a man and organization that has an admirable dedication to the preservation and diffusion of quality music."

Guitarra de Palo is a musical-anthropological documentary without dialogue or narration: the music speaks for itself. It marks a trip through the roots of flamenco to its modern day fusions. Guitarra de Palo was shot in various different countries (Spain, Cuba, US, Nicaragua, Germany, and Russia) with flamenco guitar as the main character and with the participation of today's top flamenco artists. For more information on the film, please visit: www.guitarradepalo.com.

The United States premiere is dedicated to the memory of the great master flamenco guitarist Paco de Lucía, who recently passed away. Several of the performing musicians in this presentation have toured and recorded with Paco for many years. He opened doors for many, inspired various generations of musicians and raised guitar and flamenco to the highest level. It is an honor to tribute the great Paco de Lucia with two special evenings of film and music at Symphony Space. 
Afro Latin Jazz Alliance 

The non-profit Afro Latin Jazz Alliance (ALJA) was established by Arturo O’Farrill in 2007 to promote Afro Latin Jazz through a comprehensive array of performance and educational programs. ALJA self produces the Orchestra's annual performance season at Symphony Space (2007 - 2014), and maintains a weekly engagement for the Orchestra at the famed jazz club Birdland. The Alliance also maintains a world-class collection of Latin Jazz musical scores and recordings. ALJA's education initiatives include the Afro Latin Jazz Academy of Music in-school residency program serving public schools citywide with instrumental and ensemble instruction, and the pre-professional youth orchestra, the Fat Afro Latin Jazz Cats, which prepares the next generation of musicians. The Afro Latin Jazz Alliance is a partner project of the Fund for the City of New York and maintains an administrative office at the Harlem School of the Arts -- The Herb Alpert Center where O'Farrill and the Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra are currently artists-in-residence. For more information on the Afro Latin Jazz Alliance, please visit www.afrolatinjazz.org.

The work of the Afro Latin Jazz Alliance is made possible with generous support from: 

Foundations: Arnhold Foundation, Leonard Bernstein Family Foundation, BMI Foundation, The Brenner Family Foundation, The Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc., John and Joan D'Addario Foundation, D'Addario Music Foundation, Ella Fitzgerald Charitable Foundation, Ford Foundation, Fund for the City of New York, Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation,  New York Community Trust/Lila Acheson Wallace Fund for the Arts, and National Association of Latino Arts & Culture;  Corporations: Bronx Lebanon Hospital, Con Edison, Emerging Global Shares, Palladium Equity Partners, WABC-TV; Public: National Endowment for the Arts, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs-Cultural Development Fund, New York State Council on the Arts - Music & Arts Education Program, New York City Department of Youth and Cultural Development, City Council Members Gale Brewer and Melissa Mark-Viverito, and other generous individual donors.
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The Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra's 2013-14 Symphony Space season is sponsored by:   
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Media sponsorship provided by  
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BIOS FOR PERFORMING ARTISTS, FILM CO-PRODUCER AND DIRECTOR OF GUITARRA DE PALO
ANDREA ZAPATA‐GIRAU (Vigo, Spain, 1986) 

Director, co-producer, co-scriptwriter, cinematographer and editor of "Guitarra de Palo" 
Andrea Zapata-Girau studied classical guitar in Mayeusis Conservatory (1994-2004) and studied music at London’s Guildhall School of Music and Drama. In addition, she studied Audiovisual Communication at Pompeu Fabra University (Barcelona) and relocated to Finland, where she graduated from the TAMK School of Music, Art and Media in 2011, where she specialized in Film Editing and Image Manipulation. She began her professional career in the companies Infinia and Evasion Digital (Madrid) in the post-production of movies such as Manolete (Menno Meyers) and El Hombre Que Caminó Mirando Las Estrellas (Carlos Duarte).  

From 2006 to 2007, Andrea directed the short-films, Red and Jiskra, which were screened in galleries and festivals in Finland, Sweden and Estonia. In 2008, she presented her first solo exhibition and received excellent reviews from the Finnish Press. The same year, with the support of the Cuban Film Institute (ICAIC) and the Arts Council of Finland, she created the Cuban Film Festival Kuubalaisen Elokuvan Päivät. In 2009, she directed the medium-length movie, Magec Ula Salam. Andrea has edited video-installations and short films for Nordic artists Riikka Kuoppala, Hannaleen Hauru and Elina Bäckman, which were screened in museums such as New York’s Museum of Modern Art and international festivals. 

www.andreazapatagirau.com 
ANTÓN JIMÉNEZ (Madrid, Spain, 1975) / FLAMENCO GUITAR 

Co-producer, co-scriptwriter, composer and music producer of "Guitarra de Palo" 

Antón Jiménez is a flamenco guitarist and composer from a family of flamenco guitar greats such as Ramón Montoya and Mario Escudero. In 1989, Mario Escudero presented him in public as the new prodigy of flamenco guitar. He started his career accompanying the singer Diego "El Cigala" and the dancer Joaquín Cortés in the show "Cibayí". He toured in Europe, US and Japan with the show "Gypsy Passion", where he was the first guitarist of Joaquín Cortés' company. Together with Joaquín Cortés he participated in the movie "Flamenco" (Carlos Saura, 1995). In 1995, he won the National Guitar Award Ciudad de Barcelona and he collaborated as invited guest of U2 at Barcelona's Palau de la Música. That year, he performed the "Romance Amargo" at the City Center (New York) alongside the great dancers Lola Greco, Marco Berriel and Joaquín Cortés. In 1997, he collaborated on Vanessa Mae's album "Storm", recorded in London. He has composed music for the National Ballet of Spain, Rafael Amargo's company (Amargo), Lola Greco's company (Homenaje al Greco) and Rocío Molina (Homenaje a Manolo Soler). He is one of the five guitarists from the album "The New School of Flamenco Guitar" (2004, ACT Music), produced by Gerardo Núñez. In 2004, he published "Nueve Reinas", an album recorded in Madrid and Berlin. In 2012, he published "De Sevilla a Sicilia" and "Meeting Once Again". Since 2008, he has toured as a soloist in Europe, America and the Middle East, playing in theaters such as Berlin Philharmonic Theater, Havana's García Lorca Theater and Nicaragua's Rubén Darío National Theater. 
www.myspace.com/antonjimenez 
JERRY GONZÁLEZ (New York, US, 1949) / TRUMPET & CONGAS 

Six-time GRAMMY® Award nominated trumpeter/conguero Jerry González is well known for collaborations with jazz giants and Latin music greats such as Dizzy Gillespie, Eddie Palmieri, Tito Puente, McCoy Tyner, Jaco Pastorius, Manny Oquendo and Chet Baker. Though, its as a leader of "Jerry González and the Fort Apache Band" that his status as one of music's most innovative voices became widely recognized. The band, considered by the New York Times "The Best Latin Jazz band working", has been active for over three decades and has produced 10 albums, including Rumba para Monk (Album of the Year Award, French Academy of Jazz), Crossroads, Pensativo and Firedance (all Grammy® nominated). In 1995, 1996, 1998 and 1999 the band was awarded "Beyond Group of the Year" by DownBeat Magazine. In 1997, Playboy named them "The Best Jazz Group". The same year, the city of Carolina (Puerto Rico) gave González the honorary key to the city. In 2000, he participated in Fernando Trueba's critically acclaimed documentary “Calle 54”. After the movie's presentation tour, he settled in Spain, where he became one of the pioneers of the fusion between Latin Jazz and flamenco. In Spain, he recorded albums such as Jerry González y los Piratas del Flameco (Grammy® and Latin Grammy® Nominated, 2003), A Primera Vista (2002) and Músic for Big Band (2006) and he collaborated with musicians such as Paco de Lucía, Diego "El Cigala", Chano Domínguez, Enrique Morente, Javier Colina and the Spanish National Jazz Orchestra. In 2003, the city of Madrid gave him the Villa de Madrid award. His latest album, Jerry González y El Comando de la Clave, recorded with his Spanish quartet, was nominated to the Latin Grammy® awards in 2012. 
www.jerrygonzalezjazz.com 
JORGE PARDO (Madrid, Spain, 1955) / FLUTE & SAX 

One of the fathers of jazz-flamenco, Jorge Pardo started his music studies in the Real Conservatorio de Madrid where he began his career playing with musicians such as Tete Montoliu, Lou Bennett, Pony Pointdexter and Peer Wyboris. Together with Pedro Ruy Blas he founded "Dolores", one of the most important and innovative bands from the 70's. He met Paco de Lucía and they collaborated together on many recordings and world tours. At the same time, he met Camarón de la Isla and he recorded La Leyenda del Tiempo and Viviré. At Amor de Dios dance studios he collaborated with a new generation of artists: the new flamencos. Some of his albums are Las cigarras son quizás sordas, Veloz hacia su sino, Diez de Paco, Mira (Spanish Music Academy Award for Best Jazz Album), the project "Vida en Catedrales" with Tomas San Miguel, “Zebra Coast” with Gil Goldstein, "Live in Montreaux" with Nana Caymi and Wagner Tiso and "Jazzpaña". Since the early 90's he has had a trio with Carles Benavent and Tino di Geraldo. In 1995, he participated in the movie "Flamenco" from Carlos Saura. In the early 2000's, he founded the trio D'3, recorded Touchstone Tour with Chick Corea, Vientos Flamencos and Vientos Flamencos II. He participated on the album Miles Español produced by Bob Belden. In 2012 he released Huellas, his latest album. In 2013, the French Academy of Jazz gave him the "Best European Musician of the Year" award. 
www.jorgepardo.com 
RAIMUNDO AMADOR (Seville, Spain, 1959) / FLAMENCO‐BLUES GUITAR 

A flamenco-blues guitarist and singer with gypsy origin, Raimundo Amador's father taught him how to play the guitar when he was only 12 years old. He grew up surrounded by flamenco music on the streets where he learned about the greatest rock and blues artists that he always admired and tried to imitate without forgetting his flamenco style. He met Camarón de la Isla and Paco de Lucía at the tablao flamenco "Los Gitanillos". He collaborated with Camarón on La Leyenda del Tiempo, an album that marked a turning point in flamenco. Many people know him as the founder of legendary bands such as "Veneno" (1977), along with his brother Rafael and Kiko Veneno, "Pata Negra" (1981) and "Arrajatabla". After "Pata Negra's" dissolution, he started his solo career surrounded by musicians such as Antonio Carmona, Remedios Amaya, Enrique Morente, Tomatito, Ketama, Andrés Calamaro and the master of blues, B.B. King, who collaborated with him in his first solo career album, Gerundina (1995). In 1997, he released his second album En la esquina de las Vegas, where he focused on the electric guitar. That year, he collaborated with the Icelander singer Björk, playing on her song "So Broken". In 1998, he released the live album Noches de Flamenco y Blues, with artists such as Remedios Amaya, Kiko Veneno, Charo Manzano, B.B. King and Juan Perro. His latest albums have been Un okupa en tu corazón (2000), Isla menor (2003), Mundo Amador (2005) and Medio hombre medio guitarra (2013). In 2004, he toured in Spain with B.B. King. 
www.raimundoamador.com 
JAVIER COLINA (Pamplona, Spain, 1960) / CONTRABASS 

Javier Colina is an inheritor of the expressive dynamism of Paul Chambers and pioneer in the use of double bass in flamenco music. In the early 1990's, he started participating in jazz-flamenco projects. Together with Guillermo McGill he was part of Chano Domínguez's trio, with whom he participated in many festivals and in the Fernando Trueba's movie "Calle 54". He has played with musicians such as George Cables, Hank Jones, Barry Harris, John Hicks, Louie Bellson, Gary Bartz, Jimmy Owens, Frank Lacy, Idris Muhammad, George Benson, Dizzy Gillespie, Houston Person, Tete Montoliú, "Tomatito", Joaquín Cortés, Ketama, Carmen Linares, Enrique Morente, Miguel Bosé, Martirio, Toumani Diabaté, Jerry González, Carlos Núñez, Pancho Amat and Compay Segundo.  

After collaborating with Juan Perro on the tour "Flamenca" and in the album Raíces al viento, he recorded the album Lágrimas Negras with the Cuban pianist Bebo Valdés and the flamenco singer Diego "El Cigala", a project produced by Fernando Trueba. In 2004, the album won a Latin Grammy® and Javier Colina and Bebo Valdés performed for a week at the legendary New York club, Village Vanguard. In 2007, he published Tete Montoliu & Javier Colina 1995, recorded in 1995. He also published Si te contara (his first solo album, recorded in Cuba) Argelia Fragoso & Javier Colina Trío and Colina Miralta Sambeat. In 2009, he released  Andando, and Colina Serrano Project with Antonio Serrano. In 2011, he released the Cuban boleros albums En la imaginación together with the singer Silvia Pérez Cruz. 
www.javiercolina.com
RAFITA JIMÉNEZ (Madrid, Spain, 1981) /FLAMENCO SINGER 

Rafita Jiménez was born in a family of great flamenco artists such as Rafael Farina, Diego "El Cigala", José Peñagrande, Pedro Jiménez "El Pili" and "El Chaleco". From an early age, he showed a clear talent and love for music. In 1997, he started performing at the main flamenco tablaos in Madrid. Since then, he has performed with artists such as Diego "El Cigala", Javier Limón, Concha Buika, Wyclef Jean, Los Porrina, Joaquín Cortés and Amós Lora. He has participated in performances such as "Misa Flamenca" from Tito Losada's company (in México and Spain) and "Mi Soledad" from Joaquín Cortés' Company (in Italy, France and Russia). He was an invited guest of the National Ballet of Spain in the show "Leyenda". He has collaborated in albums such Diego El Cigala's Latin Grammy® awarded Picasso en mis ojos and Javier Limón's Son de Limón. In 2008, he recorded Sinelas Tú, his first solo album, produced by the Grammy® award winning producer Juan José Suárez "Paquete" with collaborations of musicians such as Diego "El Cigala", "El Piraña", Manuel Parrilla, Diego del Morao, Camarón de Pitita and Sergio Dalma. 

ISRAEL SUÁREZ "EL PIRAÑA" (Madrid, Spain, 1982) /CAJÓN 

El Piraña belongs to a family of renowned flamenco musicians. He is the grandson of the singer Porrina de Badajoz, the son of the singer Ramón "El Portugués" and the brother of the Grammy® award winning producer Juan José Suárez "Paquete". He began his career by filling in for his brother, the percussionist Ramón "Porrina" on Niña Pastori's first record and then joined the band. He has worked with artists such as Sara Baras, Tomatito, Vicente Amigo, Giovanni Hidalgo, Horacio "El Negro" Hernández, Ketama, Chano Domínguez, Jerry González, Wynton Marsalis, Joaquín Cortés, Diego "El Cigala", Javier Limón, Paquito D'Rivera, Anoushka Shankar, Niño Josele, Concha Buika, Ricky Martin, Alejandro Fernández, Lenny Kravitz and more. He has collaborated in films such as "Calle 54" (Fernando Trueba, 2000), "Vengo", (Tony Gatlif, 2000) and "Lágrimas Negras" (Fernando Trueba, 2003). 

DAVID PANIAGUA (Seville, Spain, 1979) /FLAMENCO DANCE 

David Paniagua graduated from the Professional Dance Conservatory of Seville and studied at the Opera Ballet School in Paris. In 1992, he debuted as a soloist with the show "Tierra" from "El Lebrijano". The following year he danced as a soloist in the opera "Carmen" at Paris Ópera Bastille. In 1997, he joined the Andalusian Dance Company and a year later the dance company of legendary dancer Antonio Conales where he took part in shows such as "La Casa de Bernarda Alba", "Torero", "Gitano" and "Raiz". In 2001 he joined Eva La Yerbabuena's dance company. He has collaborated with artists such as Sara Baras, Gerardo Nuñez, Pepe Habichuela, Joaquín Grilo, Diego "El Cigala", Pitingo and Carles Benavent.
www.http://davidpaniagua.com/
[image: image6.png]AVY | e

ART WORKS. ‘"

NSCA



[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]GOVA



